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the way before roc " Now, without the 
Old Testament we could not prové that 
this was the John, the forerunner of Jesús 
Christ. 

Again in II Peter i : 21, "For the 
prophecy came not in the old times by the 
will of raan ; but hoty men of God spake 
asthey were moved by the Holy Ghost." 
And again, in II Tim. 3:16, "AU Scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness ;" and does not stop, but says, 
"that the mati of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly f urnished unto all good works. " 
Now, if "all Scripture is given by inspi- 
ration, "as is declared by l'aul to Timothy 
then the Old Testament is certainly a 
Scripture, and is divine, and is given to 
us, by the which we can prové the legali- 
ty of the New Testament, which Ghrist 
and the apostles gave us to walk in them, 
For the law is a schoolmaster to bring us 
to Christ. Nowa schoolmaster is onethat 
instructs, or teaches, or one that rules 
over. If so, then the Old Testament is 
an instructor, so that the Christian cannot 
do without it. It helps us in the study of 
the New Testament ; for we read, "Study 
to shew thyself approved unto God." We 
study, and it is then the schoolmaster 
comes in and teaches us what we cannot 
learn without him ; and sometimes, we 
read in the New Testament, things that 
are hard to be understood, then we turn 
to the schoolmaster (the Old Testament) 
he can thoroughly explain all. 

Again, "For whatsoever things wcre 
written aforetimes were written for our 
learning, that we through patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures. might have 
hope." Romans 14: 4. N.w, if those 
things that were written af .rcüines, were 
written for our learninií, then how ran 
the Christian dischargc liis whole duty 
without knowing them ? So we say again, 
"Study to shew thyself approved unto 
God." And what will we study? The 
New Testament only ' / J«í' no ; fot we 
have heard of the patience of Job, and if 
we will study the book of Job, we will 
learn a great lesson from him in how to 
be patient. Paul says, "We glory in trib- 
ulations also knowing that tribulation 
worketh patience. And certainly did 
Job have patience; for when hisbestfriend 
(hiswife)said"Curse God anddie,"hesaid 
unto her, "Thou speakest as one of the 
foolish women speaketh. "What? shall 
we receive good at the hand of God, and 
shall we not receive evil ? In all this did 
not Job sin with his lips." 

Now, of a truth, Christ and the apostles 
are referring us back to the Old Testament 
constantly. Again, Paul to the Romans 


8 : 3, 4. "For what the law could not do 
in that it was wcak through the llesh,God 
sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sínful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin 
in the flesh ; that the rightcousness of the 
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
a'ter the flesh, but after the spirit." The 
Christian should walk worthy of the voca- 
tion wherewith he has been called. 
"Klias was a man subject to like passions 
as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it 
might not rain ; and it rained not on the 
earth by the space of three years and six 
months. And he prayed again, aud the 
heaven gave rain." Now, who was Elias ? 
If he was a man of like passions as we, 
and it is so that he did pray for it not to 
rain, and his prayers were answered, cer- 
tainly every Christian would like to follow 
his example. We will not íind very much 
of his history in the New Testament, for 
there is very little spoken abouthim in it. 
We must look elsewhere for it. Therefore 
we turn to the Old 'l'estament. There we 
find him asking God to not have rain on 
the earth for the space of three years and 
six months, and it was so for after this 
we see it rained not. Then we are told 
of him, and his servants going up to the 
top of the mountain. He also told Ahab 
to arise, eat and drink, for there was a 
sound of abumlance of rain. So he told 
his servant to go and look out on the sea, 
and the servant reported he saw nothing. 
He told him to go seven times, and the 
seventh time he reported that he saw a 
cloud about the size of a man's hand. 
Now what does thisteach us ? It teaches 
us to have faith in God; tobelieve thatwe 
will receive whatsoever we ask. It also 
teaches us not to be discnuraged if we do 
not receive what we ask for, on the mom- 
ent, for in God's own time he will answer 
our prayers. 

Now turn a moment to the old patri- 
archs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. We 
know little of them until we study the Old 
Testament. In it we find Abraham wait- 
ing long for a prayer to be answered. 

What shall we say morè ? Shall we say 
that Jesús Christ was born of the seed of 
David, in the city of Bethlehem, accord- 
ing to the Scriptures ? And again out of 
Egypt have I called my Son, also "He 
shall be called a Nazarene ?" These were 
prophesies made by holy men, long ago, 
which we see fulfilled in the appearance 
of the Son of Man, who "shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace." 
Isa. 9 : 6. Of this same being have the 
prophets enquired and searched diligent- 
ly, who have prophesied of the grace.that 
should come unto us ; and should we not 
be very happy to have such a perfect plan 


of salvation ? And not only do we know 
by the Old Testament that this is the Son 
of God, and his plan of salvation, but we 
know by his spirit bearing witness with 
our spiríts, that we are the Sons of God ; 
and if sons, then heirs, heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Christ. Of which be do- 
minion and power, now and ever morè. 
Amen. 

Why does the Christian refer back so 
much to the Old Testament ? It is there 
we learn so much about obedience. There 
we learn that to obey is better than sacri- 
fice, and to hearken, than the fat of rams. 
See Sampson, he was commanded not to 
have a razor on his face, and after dis- 
obeying lost his strength and became a 
sport for his enemies. 

Now the Christian cherishes in the say- 
ings of the Old Scriptures, though old 
things have passed away, and all things 
have become new, study those old sayings 
and they cheer the Christian on his way 
from earth to heaven. 

Take, my brethren, the prophets, who 
have spoken in the name of the Lord for 
an example of suffering affiictions, and of 
patience. Behold we count them happy 
who enduré even unto death. 
Turlock, Cal. 


HEWSPÀPEBS. 

A. H. G. 


The following announcement appeareil 
with flashing headlines in one of Chicago's 
leading newspapers, on the nth of April. 

"This paper will to-morrow (Sunday, 
April i2th) publish, exclusively, the con- 
fession of H. H. Holmes, the arch fiend, 
now condemned to die by the rope[}in 
Philadelphia. He admits having taken 
the lives of twenty-seven persons and of 
having atlempled the lives of six others. 
This grewsoroe tale will be told in the 
murderers own language, and with the 
íideüly to detail that should be expected 
from a man standing in the shadow of the 
gallows. The story as told in this paper 
to morrow will be the only authentic ac- 
count of the life of this man, whose crim- 
inal record stands unparalleled in the 
history of crime. The failure of less en- 
terprising contemporaríes to secure the 
story has prompted some of them to print 
what purports to be a summary of the 
confession, but which is in reality a most 
transparent fake, written frorr roemory of 
what was brought out at the trial of 
Holmes for the raurder of Pitzel, and al- 
most devoid of any of the real facts. " 

It seems that from the standpoint of 
the editors of some of our daily newspa- 
pers news is mainly murder, suicide.theft, 
adultery, lynching, arson, and all rnanner 
of unrighteousness. Such things as these 


